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Bailey’s current and future
plans for UTRGV
Cleiri Quezada
COLLEGIAN EDITOR

UT Rio Grande Valley
President Guy Bailey says
Cameron
County
will be the site of a
core campus for
research, comprising
astrophysics and
biomedical

research and a coastal studies institute.
“We’ll have researchers here. And think
Bailey made the remarks during the
about SpaceX and our related project
Brownsville Chamber of Commerce’s
STARGATE, [which] will be in Cameron
Chairman’s Chat held Tuesday in the
County,” he said. “So, just immediately
Main Building’s Salón Cassia.
you’ve got an explosion of work in
The Chairman’s Chat is a monthly
astrophysics that has to do with tracking
program
spacecraft in
hosted
by “We want our college degrees and particular.”
the chamber our students to be prepared not only
In
a
in
which to do what they dreamed of doing, t e l e p h o n e
community
but to be able to do what they never i n t e r v i e w
leaders and
Thursday,
dreamed they could do.”
business
Bailey said he
o w n e r s
is looking for
--Guy Bailey space to build
are invited
UTRGV President a new coastal
to
share
relevant
institute that
information on special topics as part of
would focus on marine biology.
their chamber membership.
“We’re looking in places like Port
Irv Downing, UTB’s vice president for
Isabel and South Padre,” he said. “What
Economic Development and Community
we would like is some space with deep
Service, served as moderator during the
water access. Coastal Studies Institute
chat and asked Bailey how UTRGV would
looks at a whole range of things, the
impact Cameron County.
environmental issues and other issues
Bailey said there will be an explosion
that affect the coast there and, obviously,
of research activity in astrophysics and
we’re a coastal community, so you can
astronomy in relationship with the
see the importance in that.”
STARGATE project and SpaceX.

‘A new day has dawned’

See UTRGV, Page 3

Opening the door when

opportunity knocks

STARGATE program nets $1.2 million federal grant for construction of facilities
Oscar Castillo
THE COLLEGIAN

A $1.2 million federal grant has been
awarded to UT Brownsville for the
construction of its STARGATE facilities
near Boca Chica Beach.
The U.S. Economic Development
Administration grant was announced
during a news conference Wednesday
in the Main Building’s Salón Cassia.
It will be used “to fund the build-out
of the internal sections of a business
incubator including radio frequency labs,
classrooms, incubator offices, warehouse
space and outdoor radio systems at the
STARGATE Technology Park,” according
to the EDA website (www.eda.gov).
“The EDA provides us with the
opportunity to turn a community’s
dreams, goals and aspirations into
reality, and this is what happened with
STARGATE,” EDA Regional Director
Pedro Garza told the audience.
EDA’s website states that the
project “bridges higher education,
research, economic development and
commercialization
in
collaboration
with key private sector partners in the
development of start-up businesses
focused on radio frequency technologies
and space exploration.”
The STARGATE facilities will be
constructed 2 miles from the beach,
next to the soon-to-be-built SpaceX
Commercial Launch Facility.
STARGATE creator and director
Fredrick A. Jenet, an associate professor

See GRANT, Page 3
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Senior management major Laura Montes
attended the Hispanic Association of Colleges
and Universities conference Oct. 3- 6 in Denver,
Colo. There she learned about graduate studies
and employment opportunities, résumé
building, networking and leadership skills.

Magaly Rosales
THE COLLEGIAN

Andrea Torres/Collegian
Fredrick Jenet, creator and director of the Spacecraft Tracking and Astronomical Research into Gigahertz Astrophysical Transient Emission complex, explains how STARGATE and the partnership it
created with Space Exploration Technologies Corp. (SpaceX) will bring great research opportunities
to the students of University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.

There are students who attend college
for four years and graduate. Then there
are students who excel in academics,
work and extracurricular activities.
Laura Montes, a senior management
major, is one of the latter.
Montes attended the Hispanic
Association of Colleges and Universities
conference Oct. 3 to 6 in Denver, Colo.,
with a scholarship awarded by the Ford
Motor Co. She was one of 33 students
awarded the scholarship, which covered
the registration fee, flight and hotel room

See SCHOLARSHIP, Page 7
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Accessibility Awareness
Week set for Oct. 20-24
SPECIAL TO THE COLLEGIAN

Everyone has abilities, and
some have disabilities too.
The purpose of UTB’s
14th annual Accessibility
Awareness
Week,
scheduled Oct. 20-24,
is both to celebrate
abilities and to remind
the campus community of our shared
responsibility to create an inviting and
accessible environment for everyone.
Leading off the week will be the
Accessibility Awareness Fair, Oct. 22
from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Main
Building’s Gran Patio.
Everyone is
invited to “experience” dyslexia and
visual impairments, make a sign
language souvenir, learn some basic
signs, feel “your name in Braille,” and see
and hear technology that helps blind and
print-impaired students study and learn.
On Oct. 23 make plans to attend the
“In Our Shoes” panel presentation from

12:15 to 1:15 p.m. in Salón Cassia (Main
2.402). At the event, selected students
with disabilities will share some of their
life experiences and strategies for success.
Panelists will include students with
learning, visual, psychological, health
and hearing impairments. Associate
Professor Steve Chamberlain will serve
as the moderator. Light refreshments
will be served.
At 9 p.m. Oct. 23, the film “Soul Surfer”
will be featured at Casa Bella. “Soul
Surfer” is the inspiring true story of teen
surfer Bethany Hamilton, who lost her
arm in a shark attack and courageously
overcame all odds to become a champion
again, through her sheer determination
and unwavering faith. The showing
is part of the Thirsty Thursday event
sponsored by Student Life.
Accessibility Awareness Week is
sponsored by Disability Services. For
more information, contact Disability
Services at 882-7374 or e-mail
steve.wilder@utb.edu.

Campus to promote alcohol
awareness starting Oct. 20
UT Brownsville will observe National
Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week with
a series of events beginning next week.
From 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Oct. 20
on the Student Union lawn, students
are invited to attend “Popcorn on the
Paseo: See Something, Do Something.”
Students will learn alternate ways to
have fun without alcohol, take a pledge
to be responsible and find out how to be
an active bystander. Free popcorn and
other goodies will be served. The event
is sponsored by Student Health Services,
Student Rights and Responsibilities,
Dean of Students, University Recreation,
Campus Police and Student Engagement.
“The Risks Associated with Alcohol

Abuse,” scheduled from 12:15 to 1:15
p.m. Oct. 21 in the Main Building’s
Salón Cassia, will be an open forum
where students may share their story
of how alcohol abuse has affected them
or someone they know. The forum will
be moderated by a panel consisting
of health professionals, university
administrators,
law
enforcement
representatives, survivors and members
from the community.
“I Am Not as Think as You Drunk
I Am” is an event that simulates the
effects of drinking. Students are invited
to measure their reaction time and
perception with “drunk goggles” on. It is

See ALCOHOL, Page 8
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The Coastal Institute would be part of
an academic program that would involve
researchers from marine biology and
engineering.
“Remember, coastal studies is not just
the shoreline. It’s all this stuff inward
and we’re looking at some property in
Cameron County where we want to build
and add some things,” he said.
Bailey also spoke about the status of
hiring faculty for the new university,
which is scheduled to open in Fall 2015.
He said Phase I of the faculty hiring
process has been completed. However,
he said, it’s a difficult time for staff at the
University of Texas at Brownsville and
the University of Texas Pan American,
which will consolidate to form UTRGV.
“Remember, there’s a registrar at
both institutions and the university will
only need one,” Bailey said. “What I
try to tell people is that you will almost
certainly, if your performance is good,
you almost certainly have a place in
the new institution. It might not be the
same place, but we think it will be just as
rewarding for everybody involved.”
The next step in moving forward with
developing UTRGV will be to get the
university accredited.
“We have to get our accreditation
straight. Part of that depends on Texas
Southmost [College] getting its separate
accreditation,” Bailey said. “Remember
its accreditation is hinged to UTB’s.
Getting them accredited separately, then
the new institution has to be accredited,
and the medical school has to be
accredited.”
Bailey noted that UTB President at
Interim William R. Fannin is working
with TSC on creating a better relationship
between the institutions.
“I know there’s been difficult times
with Texas Southmost,” he said. “Bill
Fannin is doing a good job and has been
working very hard with Texas Southmost
right now. There’s still many issues that
will have to be dealt with. … He is leading
us to work through all the accreditation

issues and keep us on track so when
August 2015 comes about we’re in good
shape to be part of this new regional
university.”
One of Bailey’s main goals for UTRGV
will be to retain students in the Rio
Grande Valley through an enhanced
student success model that includes
an honors college and more residential
opportunities for students.
“Expanding opportunities on this
campus for students to live, to try to keep
a larger portion of the best students in
the Valley right here, is very important
to us.”
Among those who attended the event
were business owners who are members
of the Chamber of Commerce. Downing
asked Bailey how businesses could help
form part of UTRGV.
“We need your advice and support,”
he replied. “We’ll call on you when we’re
establishing boards and committees for
the colleges and so your wisdom and
help will be very important there,” he
said. “… If your business can use interns,
internships are the single best thing a
student can do for preparation for jobs
later on because it’s one thing to get
an education, but it’s another to get an
education and see what else you need in
the business.”
Asked what he hopes UTRGV will look
like in 10 years, Bailey said he hopes
UTRGV becomes a model for student
success.
“I want us to be the model for student
success,” he said. “When people around
the country study students, I want
them to come right here to [say], ‘Yeah,
that’s how you do it, that’s how you help
students who maybe don’t have economic
advantages, maybe their preparation
wasn’t as quite as good.’ We want to be
a model of success for students, for firstgeneration students in particular.”
Bailey wants UTRGV to prepare students for more than a job.
“We want our college degrees and our
students to be prepared not only to do
what they dreamed of doing, but to be
able to do what they never dreamed they
could do,” he said. “If we do that, we’ll be
successful beyond belief.”

“There is some young student in the
sixth grade in an elementary school who
never in his or her life thought they would
be part of this space program but because
of the vision of these men and women in
the audience, they have the potential not
just to change their lives, but to change
the world that they live in,” Perry said.
U.S. Rep. Filemon Vela Jr. (D-Texas)
recalled the SpaceX news conference,
saying, “It was one of the most incredible
moments I have seen in my life.”
The most memorable moment for Vela
was hearing SpaceX CEO Elon Musk’s
response when asked why he wants to
build a launch site in Texas: “It was all
the support from the community.”
“I know in my heart if it were not
for the students in this program, the
likelihood of SpaceX being in South
Texas would not be that great,” Vela said.
“This community will forever owe a great
deal of gratitude to these students.”
UT Rio Grande Valley President Guy
Bailey also spoke at the news conference
announcing the grant.
“I think you all understand what
a transformational day this is for
the institution,” Bailey said. “Seeing
[STARGATE] come to fruition is a oncein-a-lifetime opportunity.”
Senior physics major James Murray
spoke about his experience with
STARGATE, so far, and what future plans
are, such as designing a space satellite,

launching it into space and gathering
data from it.
“Everyone said, ‘Hey, if you want to
do something good, you’re going to have
to leave Brownsville.’ That is no longer
true,” Murray said. “This is going to
change it for people wanting to come
here; there will be competition for people
wanting to come here.”
UT Brownsville President at Interim
William R. Fannin called STARGATE a
wonderful program.
“It’s a great partnership because
you have business, government, state
government and now a federal agency
helping put together this path of new
services to support SpaceX, and also
make one of the first major research
centers for UTRGV, and that’s going to
be key as it goes on its role as a major
university,” Fannin said. “It’s going to
help establish UTRGV and especially this
area of the Valley as a high-tech area in
space.”
Juliet V. García, former president of
UTB and now executive director of the
UT Institute of the Americas, said a “new
day has dawned.”
“[STARGATE] is going to open up
great opportunities for our students to
participate as trackers for the rockets and
then for researchers and those who are
thinking how to commercialize the ideas
that are coming out into products, so I’m
excited about that,” Garcia said.

UTRGV

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GRANT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
in UTB’s Physics and Astronomy
Department, explained the origin
of STARGATE and his plans for the
program.
Jenet said it began two years ago when
SpaceX, which builds and launches
advanced rockets and spacecraft,
decided it wanted to hold a public forum
to make the community aware that it was
considering different areas of the country
to build a rocket launch pad.
He said Louis Dartez, now a graduate
student in physics, rallied many students
to attend the forum in an effort to
persuade SpaceX to build its launch site
in Brownsville.
STARGATE stands for Spacecraft
Tracking and Astronomical Research
into Giga-hertz Astrophysical Transient
Emission. It is a cooperative effort
with SpaceX to develop and support
commercialization
of
phase-array
technology for satellite and space vehicle
communication.
Jenet said the program’s name was
inspired by the science-fiction TV show
and was later adapted into an acronym.
“This launch platform is the only
way human beings can get off planet
Earth,” he said. “In ‘Stargate,’ there was
a machine that would create a wormhole
and people can go through this and get
off the planet. … It became very clear

that what we are building is Stargate
command,” he said. “There it is, that’s
the name, that’s how it started.”
STARGATE will integrate students
from high school through graduate
school level. The students will work side
by side with engineers.
“Students are going to be involved
in the next generation radio frequency
technology development,” Jenet said.
“They’re also going to be involved in
every aspect of the space mission.”
He said SpaceX will give the university
a free launch of three small satellites
known as cube sats.
“We are going to use that as the seeds to
develop a program that is going to enable
our students and faculty to design the
science of these missions, integrate them
into a spacecraft, develop the testing for
this spacecraft [and] watch them launch
in their own back yard,” Jenet said. “…
There is no other university where you
can come to and we can say, ‘You build it
and you can watch it launch right there,’
and then be a part of the communications
and overall operations and science part-everything here in one shot. So this is the
grand vision of the STARGATE facility. It
really is going to be a game changer.”
Dartez said the grant will “open a world
of possibilities.”
The news conference opened with a
video clip of Texas Gov. Rick Perry at the
SpaceX groundbreaking on Sept. 22.
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When restrictions

don’t apply
Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR

Being
born
with
the
umbilical cord
around
your
neck, in a breech
position,
with
one kidney and
a heart murmur
is an unusual
circumstance.
Dying at birth
and
coming
back to life is an even more unorthodox
incident. One might think a kid like that
would have numerous limitations, and
that is accurate, but not for me.
My whole life I was told and taught
that I would not do as much as the other
kids would, that I could not keep up
with everyone else. It seemed hopeless
and just when I was about to give up, I
learned that I had dyslexia.
Suffering two concussions in less than
three years probably gave me brain
damage and more reasons to give up as
well.
It was difficult for me to learn, read and
write growing up. However, I managed to
be one of the, if not the, smartest kids in
the class for several years. Teachers and
coaches would look at me and say I was a
good and smart kid, but never believed I
had what it takes to go above and beyond.
Growing up in the projects did not
make it easier. People would stereotype
me as a poor kid who was not destined
to succeed, and they were right. My
health issues, learning disabilities and
background put so many restrictions on
my life that failure was the only thing I
would accomplish.
Yet, I was determined to prove
everyone wrong. And I did.
I became the top student of my grade

twice in elementary. I was in the top
25 percent in middle school and top 10
percent in high school. I played every
sport I could, became captain and good
at them. I was president and leader of
numerous clubs in high school. I even led
an entire recycling club to multiple city
awards and two national recognitions.
Every accolade I received I greeted
with a smile on my face and stayed
humble. That is what you learn in the
projects. You cannot take anything for
granted because at any given time it can
all be taken away.
When somebody tells me not to do

See COLUMN, Page 7
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Anti-war strategy:

the draft

The war sabers rattle again.
If the president and Congress wish
to “put boots on the ground,” and so
claim that action is warranted in the
Near and Middle East, they should have
the confidence to call for a draft that
requires every able-bodied man and
woman, 18 to 40, to serve--no exceptions.
The National Guard was never
intended to be our main military force.
If our “interests are so vital,” then
the boots should be filled by all, not by
those who enlist for a variety of reasons,
especially economic.
A draft might spark nationwide
opposition to the United States’ foreign
policy, and move the president and
Congress to negotiations with all sides in
the Near and Middle East.
Ruth E. Wagner
Brownsville resident

Lincoln Park move
a ‘stinky’ situation
Paper clips we are, mere paper clips
in the Brownsville City Commission’s
and University of Texas at Brownsville’s
hands.
Shove us about, and no better example

15 seconds:EBOLA

exists than the pending move of Lincoln
Park for a UTB building dream and
twisted money manipulations.
Get ready, we thousands who use the
park, for another move.
Fortunately, the first made sense--who
wants to picnic under an expressway?
But this move, to acres near a stinky
water-treatment plant is terrible.
Elitist, arrogant and know-it-all and
know-what’s-best mark the park movers’
attitude toward regular people.
No better than paper clips on the table,
off we go and are gone, until the next
election comes and the candidates want
votes.

Kassandra Macias
Finance freshman

Jonathan Gomez
English sophomore

“As far as Ebola goes, I know that it is
deadly, there’s no cure for it and it has
already reached America. I think that
the government stepping in is going to
secure us. I’m scared of it and I hope it
doesn’t reach the Brownsville area.”

“I think we should know about it and
be aware of it because there are some
students and some medical majors that
don’t know what it’s about. They should
be aware of what the current events are
and whatnot, but we shouldn’t be too
paranoid about it because we have the
[Centers for Disease Control] and the
top doctors and professionals that are
working on a cure. Maybe they’re just
finding a way to make money off of it,
but I don’t think we should be too scared
about it. It’s not the end of the world.

Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

Submit your letter to the
editor via e-mail at
collegian@utb.edu

MYSTERY WORD
HINT:
S______E

Fernando Villarreal
Esudiante de negocios de primer año
de Texas Southmost College

“Yo [nada] más se que Ebola es una
enfermedad que viene de Africa que se
transmite por el cuerpo. Se que ya está
aquí en Texas y últimamente se encontró
en Dallas, es lo más cerca. Pienso que
hay que tener cuidado con eso”.
--Compiled by Alberto Garcia
--Photos by Michelle Espinoza

Reyna Nevarez
Criminal justice senior
“I just found out that a case of Ebola was
registered here in the United States in
Dallas. I’m not too familiarized with the
disease, but I’m really scared that it could
spread all the way here to Brownsville.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Office of Student Engagement
invites all students to meet from noon to
2 p.m. today on the Student Union lawn
for a surprise. For more information, call
Student Engagement at 882-5033.

Health insurance available

Academic Health Plans offers
student health insurance to UTB
students currently enrolled in the fall
semester. The deadline to apply for
health insurance for a semester or full
year is Wednesday. Dental and health
insurance can be purchased for students,
their spouse and/or children. Visit www.
utb.myahpcare.com/enrollment to apply
or call Student Health Services Secretary
Beverly Estrada at 882-7643 for more
information.

Mass on campus

The Catholic Campus Ministry
celebrates a 30-minute Mass at 11:30
a.m. every Wednesday on the front
lawn of the Main Building. After Mass,
students can enjoy hot dogs from noon to
1 p.m. and are encouraged to write down
a prayer request on the spot or share
anything they are grateful for. For more
information, or to become a member,
call Karla Rodriguez at 541-9697 or at
krodriguez@cdob.org.

Immigration panel discussion

The University
of
Texas
at
Brownsville’s
Communication
Department, in conjunction with the
Center for Civic Engagement and the
Communication Council, will sponsor
a panel discussion on immigration
and border security beginning at noon
Wednesday in the Student Union’s Gran
Salón. The event is open to the public. A
question-and-answer session will follow
the presentation. For more information,
call event coordinator Jonathan Cruz
at 572-1114.

Domestic violence awareness

The Cameron County District
Attorney’s
Office
is
observing
Domestic
Violence
Awareness
Month with the following events: a
display on the new campaign against
domestic violence outside the Cameron
County Administration Building at
964 E. Harrison St. in Brownsville;
survivors’ statements on display at the
Dancy Building, 1100 E. Monroe St., in
Brownsville and the Cameron County
Annex at 1390 W. Expy. in San Benito;
“Petals on the Lake,” a ceremony
recognizing survivors and those who

serve and protect them, 5:30 to 6 p.m.
Wednesday at Dean Porter Park; “Break
the Silence Exhibit,” featuring high
school art and poetry, and opening at 6
p.m. Wednesday at the Brownsville
Museum of Fine Art, 660 Ringgold St.
For more information, call 544-0849.

Bass concert

Bassist Marc Webster will perform
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday in the Texas
Southmost College Arts Center as part
of the Patron of the Arts program.
Webster’s operatic performances include
appearances with the Juilliard Opera
Center, San Francisco Opera Merola
Studio and Eastman Opera Theater.
Admission is $15 for adults, $10 for
senior citizens and children and $5 for
students with a school ID. For more
information, contact the Patron of the
Arts at 882-7025 or patron@utb.edu.

Leadership workshops

55

education and outreach. Admission is
$10 for adults and $5 for senior citizens,
children and students with a school ID.
For more information, contact Patron of
the Arts at 882-7025 or at patron@utb.
edu.

Education workshops

UT
Brownsville’s
College
of
Education and the Colegio de
Educación in Matamoros will hold
their Congreso Internacional de
Educación Oct. 25 via videoconference
from the UTB campus. Students and
the community are invited to attend.
Registration forms are available at the
College of Education Dean’s Office
in Main Building 2.306. For more
information, call Teaching, Learning and
Innovation Department Chair Reynaldo
Ramirez at 882-7255.

Art exhibit

Monday Night Physics

“Soundings,” an exhibit by Sara Mast,
an associate professor and co-chair of
the Painting and Drawing Department
at Montana State University in Bozeman,
will open with a reception at 6 p.m. Oct.
28 in the Art Gallery at Rusteberg
Hall. “Soundings” is a collaborative,
multimedia project that explores the
construction of shared identity within
four generations of Mast’s family.
Admission is $1, and $3 for a semester
pass. For more information, contact
Gallery Director Alejandro Macias at
882-7097 or at alejandro.macias1@utb.
edu.

Jonathan Guist performs

The
Congressional
Hispanic
Caucus Institute seeks full-time
college undergraduate students who are
interested in participating in the 2015
Spring Congressional Internship
Program. Students of all majors who
have an interest in the development of
public policy and who have demonstrated
leadership abilities may apply at www.
apply.chci.org. The deadline to apply is
Nov. 7.

Student Engagement will host the
Student Organization Leadership
Conference from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday in Life and Health Sciences
1.104. The workshops include: “How
to Lead Like a B.O.S.S.,” “Event
Planning 101,” “Finding Your
Leadership Style” and “How to be
L.A.M.E.” A light breakfast and lunch
will be provided. Register at https://
soldconference2014.eventbrite.com.
For more information, call Student
Engagement at 882-5033.
The Center for Gravitational Wave
Astronomy invites the public to attend
Monday Night Physics from 7 to 9
p.m. Oct. 20 in the Main Building’s Salón
Cassia. The event will consist of three
short talks relating to renewable energy
and thermodynamics. Admission is
free. For more information, email Joey
Shapiro Key, director of education and
outreach for the Center for Gravitational
Wave Astronomy, at jkey@phys.utb.edu.
Clarinetist Jonathan Guist, an
associate professor in the UT Brownsville
Music Department, will perform at 7:30
p.m. Oct. 23 in the Texas Southmost
College Arts Center as part of the Patron
of the Arts program. Guist teaches
applied clarinet, clarinet ensemble and
chamber music and is a founding member
of the Frontera Chamber Music
Society, whose mission is to advance
and promote chamber music through
inspiring
community
performance,

Internship for all majors

Volunteers needed

The Alzheimer’s Association seeks
volunteers for the 2014 Walk to End
Alzheimer’s, scheduled Nov. 8 on the
UT Brownsville Student Union lawn. The
association is recruiting organizations,
groups, schools and individuals in the
community to volunteer to help them
host the event. For more information,
call Co-Chair/Volunteer Coordinator
Veronica Gomez at 204-2232.
--Compiled by Oscar Castillo
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The following are among the incidents
reported to University Police between
Sept. 29 and Oct. 2.

Sept. 29

9:24 a.m.: A University Police officer
was dispatched to Lot A1 in regard to
a vehicle collision. The two vehicles
collided while backing out of their
parking space. Both vehicles were driven
away normally and safely.

Sept. 30

12:50 p.m.: A man was using vulgar
language at the Enrollment Services
Tower. University Police detained the
man and the director of New Student
Relations requested a written Criminal
trespass warning. Officers issued a
court appearance citation for disorderly
conduct. The man was released and left
the campus without further incident.
10:46 p.m.: A GCA custodian reported
a suspicious-looking person hiding at the
exterior area near the Life and Health
Sciences Building. The man appeared

to be bleeding and was wearing a black
shirt and black pants. Officers were also
notified of a second individual who left
the area in a different direction who
appeared to be carrying a bag. Border
Patrol was notified and checked the
campus and its perimeter. Officers were
unable to locate the suspect.

Oct. 1

1:21 p.m.: A library supervisor reported
a suspicious-looking man who failed
to sign in and asked students for their
passwords to access the computers in the
University Library. The man has an active
arrest warrant out of Outagamie County,
Mich., for failure to appear in court. The
man was detained while officers made
contact with the Outagamie Sheriff’s
Department who advised they would
extradite the man only if he was found
in a surrounding state. The man was
escorted to the nearest bus station and
was issued a criminal trespass warning
and was advised he will no longer be

allowed on university property.
6:03 p.m.: A GCA custodian reported
that a suspicious-looking man was at
the Biomedical Research and Health
Professions Building. A University Police
officer was unable to locate the person
who fit the description given by the
custodian.
9:31 p.m.: A University guard reported
two men arguing by the loading dock
area near the Biomedical Research and
Health Professions Building. The men
were later identified as a student and an
unaffiliated individual. University Police
investigated the matter and released
both men without further incident.

Oct. 2

4:42 p.m.: A GCA custodian reported
losing university-issued keys, including a
master key that opens all doors in Main
Building.
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras
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Sounds of
the Universe

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian
Members of the UTB Symphony Orchestra listen to composer Ira J. Mowitz as he tells them how
to improve the way they play his piece of “A Shout Across Time,” Thursday in the Texas Southmost
College Arts Center’s Red Room. “A Shout Across Time” incorporates gravitational waves turned
into sound as well as musical elements and will be performed in the Arts Center Nov. 8 as part of
the Rio Grande Science and Art Festival. Mowitz, of Princeton, N.J., has been a visiting composer
at the Spoleto Festival USA in Charleston, S.C., and at the California Institute for the Arts in
Valencia, Calif. He spent three days on the UTB campus.
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for three days.
“It was amazing because you can see
you are not the only one looking for a
dream,” she said about the conference.
“You are not the only Hispanic trying to
do something. There were 300 Hispanic
students trying to do the same thing.
There were a lot of Hispanic presenters,
so you could see they were successful and
you can be one, too.”
Montes said she learned about
networking, résumé building and
leadership skills and more at the
conference.
“I thought it was a good opportunity
to meet people, to network and to know
a little bit more of business,” she said.
“They had several schools and you could
search for graduate schools … and they
had job opportunities.”
Montes learned about HACU while
looking for internship opportunities
online. She received an internship offer
from the organization but declined it
in order to intern at UT Brownsville’s
Institutional Research Planning and
Effectiveness department. About two
months later, she received an email
informing her about the conference.
“She’s very resourceful,” said Blanca
Bauer, executive director of Institutional
Research Planning and Effectiveness.
“We have taught her how to go out and
look for things. We have taught her to
do research in this office, how to be
proactive and so when she wanted to
look for an internship opportunity she
was online looking for several national
opportunities for herself.”
Being the only student from UTBrownsville to attend the conference, she
encourages other students to apply for
the annual conference.
“It was sad to be the only one from
Brownsville because we are a big
Hispanic-serving institution and nobody
knows us, nobody knows about us,”
Montes said. “There’s something else
besides Brownsville and we are not the
only ones looking for dreams. … Here
in Brownsville we don’t take advantage
of our opportunities. We know Spanish
and we know English and we have an
advantage over those that don’t know
any other language.”
Montes has worked at the Institutional
Research Planning and Effectiveness
office for two years under the university’s
Student Employee Initiative program

See SCHOLARSHIP, Page 8

on campus

Monday, October 13, 2014

Club Spotlight

7

Courtesy Photo
Members of the American Marketing Association include Vice President of Programs Ian Buenrostro (from left), Vice Presdient of Communications Kenia
Gonzalez, Vice President Albert Garcia, President Azalia Martinez, Vice President of Finance Andres Lopez and Vice President of Membership Ana Karina
Soto.

Name: American Marketing Association
at UT-Brownsville
Purpose: To strengthen relationships
and expand marketing concepts across
the campus and community through
collaboration.
President: Azalia Martinez
Vice President: Albert Garcia
Vice President of Communications:
Kenia Gonzalez
Vice President of Finance: Andres
Lopez

Who will win?

Andrea Torres/Collegian
Osiel Juarez (left), a member of the UT Brownsville Chess Team, plays against 9-year-old Kevin
Hernandez, of the Escuela de Ajedrez in Matamoros, during Thursday’s observance of National
Chess Day on the Student Union Lawn.

Vice President of Programs: Ian
Buenrostro
Vice President of Promotion:
Mariela Zamorano
Vice President of Membership: Ana
Karina Soto
Adviser: Timothy Butler and Russell
Adams, assistant professors in the School
of Business Marketing and Management
Department
Activities: International Collegiate

Chapter Conference, workshops, case
studies, volunteer activities and service
learning projects.
Meetings: 1 p.m. Friday
Membership requirements: Must
be enrolled in the School of Business,
acquire official AMA membership at
ama.org and pay $20 chapter dues.
For more information, contact:
Martinez at amautb@gmail.com
--Compiled by Monica Gudiño

If you would like to feature your club, call 882-5143.
COLUMN
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something, my first instinct is to do the
complete opposite. There is an inner
rebel in each of us. But it is our choice to
bring that side out.
I have a strong appetite for success.
I do not care for my own safety or the
stress I face. While some may argue that I
have a tremendous amount of resiliency,
I prefer to call it stubbornness.
I fight battles that make no sense for
me to fight. I make decisions that are not
always the smartest ones. I am not trying
to be difficult; it comes naturally.
Growing up and listening to everyone
say how I did not “have what it takes”
pushed me and drove me to become
the best that I can be. Limitations and
restrictions never existed in my world.
I am thankful and fortunate to have
people in my life who always support
and believe in me. My 19 special people
always give me the motivation I need to
be the best I can be.

My mom and sister, the only family
I have, worried about my safety, but
never put restrictions on me. Maybe they
knew that if they ever did, I would be the
natural defiant boy I am and not listen.
What I am trying to say is this: No
matter what the odds are, no matter how
many obstacles you have in front of you,
there will always be worse things waiting
on the other side. But it is our choice to
either let them bring us down, or to fight
them and come out on top.
Some days I just want to fall down and
call it quits. Some days I feel like I am
surrounded by a wall of bricks. Yet, I do
not believe in making excuses or limits. I
believe in never giving up and fighting for
what is right. If there is no way, then you
make the way. I do not want to be known
as another ordinary person. I do not
think anyone does. I want to be known
as the best in the world. If a kid like me,
who was not supposed to make it, made
it, so can you.

8

Monday, October 13, 2014

A&E/On campus

Before AND After

The Collegian

Green Day, Sting, Withers
among rock hall nominees
David Bauder
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN

In this issue of The Collegian, Oscar
Castillo, a sophomore communication
major
and
Collegian
reporter,
volunteered to be made over.

SCHOLARSHIP
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and was named SEI student of the 201314 academic year.
As an intern, Montes is responsible
for several tasks at the office, including
supervising part-time staff, data entry
work, overseeing department budgets
and tracing reports.
“She has taken a lot of leadership
roles,” Bauer said. “Her grades are
superior and what I have seen is that
she balances the time to do many things.
… She goes beyond what is expected of

Los C’lotes

First, we went to C P Cuts Beauty
Salon at 2955 International Blvd. to get
his hair cut and styled. He is wearing a
white button-down shirt, black slacks
and matching coat and black tie, all from
the George brand sold at Walmart. He is
wearing Giorgio Brutini “Lincoln” shoes.
her. On the days she doesn’t come to the
office she is always checking in to make
sure that everything is … being taken care
of. She takes ownership of everything she
is responsible for.”
Besides interning at the university,
Montes is involved in the International
Student Organization, the Society of
Human Resources Management and the
UTB chapter of the Alpha Chi National
Honor Society.
Montes plans to work in management
for three years after she graduates in May
2015 and then enroll in graduate studies
at Northwestern University in Illinois.
“To me it’s just that initiative that she
takes on her own that sets her apart,”
Bauer said.

NEW YORK--The punk trio Green Day,
the short-lived British band The Smiths,
“Lean on Me” singer Bill Withers and
Sting are among the first-time nominees
for enshrinement in the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame.
Six of the 15 nominees for the hall’s
Class of 2015 announced Thursday are
on the ballot for the first time. More
than 700 artists and other members of
the music community will vote on the
inductees, with the results announced in
December.
Other first-time nominees are the
abrasive rockers Nine Inch Nails and the
late blues guitarist Stevie Ray Vaughan.
To be eligible, a musician had to release a
recording in 1989 or earlier.
With its ninth nomination since 2003,
Chic is once again hoping for some good
times. The Paul Butterfield Blues Band
was nominated for the fourth time. New
York rocker Lou Reed, who died last
October, was nominated for the third
time and the first since 2001.
Other nominees are Joan Jett and her
band, the Blackhearts; German electronic
music pioneers Kraftwerk; Motown’s
The Marvelettes; the Los Angeles rap
collective N.W.A.; Philly soul singers
The Spinners and the rock and soul band
War.
With “Dookie” and “American Idiot,”
Green Day scored two of the biggest
albums of the 1990s and 2000s. Withers,
who hasn’t released new music in nearly
three decades, had a string of 1970s era

Associated Press

hits “Ain’t No Sunshine,” ‘‘Just the Two
of Us” and “Lovely Day.”
Sting is already in the rock hall as
a member of The Police. The Smiths,
a quartet led by the duo of singersongwriter Morrissey and guitarist
Johnny Marr, had an intense five-year
run in the 1980s before crumbling. Nine
Inch Nails’ signature hit, “Hurt,” was
memorably covered by Johnny Cash.
The 2015 induction ceremony will
be held in April in Cleveland, home of
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and
Museum. Television plans have not been
announced.

ALCOHOL
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scheduled from noon to 2 p.m. Oct. 22 on
the Student Union lawn. Members of the
Campus Activities Board and the PASS
(Person Assigned to Stay Sober) program
will be present.
The
“Watch
UR
BAC/Alcohol
Awareness Fair” takes place from 9 a.m.
to noon Oct. 23 in the Main Building’s
Gran Patio. The on-campus, phased
social marketing campaign is designed
to pique students’ curiosity, increase
awareness of high-risk drinking and
influence alcohol norms. The focus is on

educating students on the nature of Blood
Alcohol Concentration (BAC) and selfmonitoring their alcohol consumption.
The event is sponsored by the Office
of Student Engagement and Healthy
Communities of Brownsville.
Non-alcoholic cocktails will be served
for “Thirsty Thursday,” slated for Oct. 23,
with karaoke starting at 7:30 p.m. at the
Casa Bella Club House. There also will be
a screening of the movie “Soul Surfer” at
9 p.m.

By Clarissa Martinez
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Revitalizing Market Square
City commissioners OK funding but ask for more details on the project

Héctor Aguilar/Collegian Photos
During Tuesday’s Brownsville City Commission
meeting, District 3 Commissioner Deborah
Portillo reads a letter saying that although she
agrees with revitalizing downtown Brownsville,
she disagrees with the way in which the
American Electric Power settlement funds are
being spent and asks that a formal budget be
developed.

Kaila Contreras
THE COLLEGIAN

The Brownsville City Commission
has voted to designate the remaining
funds from the American Electric Power
settlement for downtown improvements.
About $1.3 million will be used to
revitalize downtown, including Market
Square and the San Fernando Building at
1106 E. Adams St.
“Some of the projects the commission
has done have worked towards this,
creating a demand in the downtown
area,” Comprehensive Planning Manager
Ramiro Gonzalez told the commission
during its meeting Tuesday night.
The city previously was awarded
$800,000 from the Texas Department of
Transportation Enhancement Program
to extend the existing hike and bike trail
through the downtown area to the Fort
Brown battle site.
“This obviously connects to the 9-mile
trail that goes all the way to Palo Alto
[Battlefield] but it finally provides that
downtown connection,” Gonzalez said.
He also told the commission the

Comprehensive Planning Manager Ramiro
Gonzalez asks the Brownsville City Commission
to designate remaining funds from the
American Electric Power settlement for
revitalizing Market Square and the San
Fernando Building.

City of Brownsville Public Works employees Antonio Mendiola (left) and Eduardo Covarrubias (right)
are recognized during Tuesday’s city commission meeting for service to the community. Mendiola,
Covarrubias and two other people helped rescue a woman and her two grandchildren whose vehicle
was about to plummet into a drainage canal. Also shown is Public Works Director Santana Torres.

Brownsville Community Improvement
Corp. would fund Phase II of the
construction of the 2.5-mile Southmost
Hike and Bike Trail, which would also
connect to the downtown area.
The Brownsville Historical Association
received a grant from the BCIC to restore
what used to be Market Square, located
between Washington and Adams streets
and between 11th and 12th streets.
“It was Brownsville’s original square
and the hub of activities, so the idea is to
take it back to that,” Gonzalez said. “It was
identified as a revitalization zone in the
Imagine Brownsville [Comprehension]
Plan.”
Gonzalez also said the San Fernando
Building, which was bought in 2012, can
be used for multiple purposes.
“So we think it’s time to take that
next step and it could be a combination
of city uses and nonprofit,” he said. “It
can also be used for the small business
art incubator. That model has been
used throughout the country to bring
businesses into the downtown area that
eventually grow into a bigger location
within that area.”

District 3 Commissioner Deborah
Portillo asked Gonzalez how much the
city plans to spend for the revitalization
project and how much is left from the
AEP settlement.
Gonzalez replied there is about $1.6
million left from the settlement and the
projected amount for the Market Square
project is about $1.3 million.
Deputy City Manager Pete Gonzalez
told the commission a report will be
provided at the next meeting as to how
the money will be spent.
“Whether or not we have the AEP
amount, we need to know how much
we’re going to spend and what it’s going
to be spent on,” Portillo said.
Commissioner At-Large “B” Rose
Gowen said there will be no funds left
the longer the city waits to dedicate
the remainder of the settlement to the
downtown area.
“Being the only person that hasn’t
had access to any of this money for any
project, I wouldn’t be happy to see this
money go,” District 1 Commissioner
Ricardo Longoria said. “Spend it and
spend it now because this money has

gone into projects in different, diverse
fields and you know what? We have
pending litigation for $5 million that we
haven’t set aside for. We’ve got streets
that are in desperate need of repair and,
yet, none of this money was dedicated.”
The commission then voted 4-3 to
designate the remaining balance from
the AEP settlement toward downtown
improvements. Voting in favor were
Gowen, District 2 Commissioner Jessica
Tetreau, District 4 Commissioner John
Villarreal and Mayor Tony Martinez.
Commissioner At-Large “A” Estela
Chavez-Vasquez, Portillo and Longoria
cast the dissenting votes.
In other business, the commission
accepted an Emergency Management
Performance Grant from the Texas
Department of Public Safety in the
amount of $55,656.60. The grant will
be used for operating costs for the local
emergency
management
program,
including salaries and benefits for the
Brownsville Emergency Management
staff and to purchase emergency
preparedness equipment.
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Ocelots go pink
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Athlete of the Week

Uniform colors change for Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Michelle Espinoza/Collegian

Jesus Sanchez/Collegian
Ocelot outside hitter Annelies Dokter (right) spikes the ball during practice Wednesday afternoon in the Garza Gym. Preparing to block the ball are
outside hitter Jennifer Kowalski (left) and middle blocker Vanja Joksic.

Jesus Sanchez
SPORTS EDITOR

The UT Brownsville Volleyball, Men’s
Soccer and Women’s Soccer teams
encourage fans to wear pink in their
annual Breast Cancer Awareness home
games scheduled Tuesday and Thursday.
“We’re just encouraging students
to wear pink,” Student Engagement
Director Heather Olague said Tuesday.
“The teams als0 will be wearing pink
jerseys during the game, so we kind of
want to pink out the crowd.”
The Office of Student Engagement
will give away pink Ocelot towels to the
first 50 students who arrive at the games
wearing pink attire.
Volleyball
The No. 2-ranked UTB Volleyball
Team will play against the Our Lady of
the Lake Armadillos at 7 p.m. Tuesday in
the Garza Gym.
As of press time, the Ocelots’ overall
record was 18-1 and 7-0 in conference.
“We have a little payback with Our Lady
of the Lake,” Athletics Director and Head
Coach Todd Lowery said Wednesday.
“The girls feel that they didn’t play very
well up there and, you know, we always
play better at home. The big part is, the
girls feel that they didn’t play well and I
don’t think they played well, so our goal
is to come out against Our Lady of the
Lake and put on a better show than we
did up in their place.”
On Friday, the Ocelots will travel to the
northeast Texas city of Hawkins to take
on the Jarvis Christian College Bulldogs.
After that, the team will stop in Marshall
to battle the Wiley College Wildcats at 11
a.m. Saturday and then travel to Tyler for
its game against the Texas College Steers
at 4 p.m. Saturday.
Soccer
The UTB soccer teams will face

off against the Our Lady of the Lake
Armadillos at 1 p.m. (women) and 3
p.m. (men) Thursday at the Brownsville
Sports Park.
“That’s a really big game for us,”
Men’s Head Coach Dan Balaguero said
Tuesday. “Our Lady of the Lake beat
us the last two years. They’re always
one of the top teams in the conference.
It’s probably one of the most important
games, if not the most important game
of the season. We’re looking forward to
that, but first we want to try and take care
of our business this weekend.”
The men’s team moved up to No. 10
in the NAIA Coaches Poll and as of press
time was undefeated with an overall
record of 10-0, while the women’s team
had an overall record of 4-2-2.
On Saturday, the Ocelots will play
against the University of HoustonVictoria Jaguars in two non-conference
games: the women at 1 p.m. and the men
at 3 p.m. Both games will take place at
the Brownsville Sports Park.
Both teams defeated their Jarvis
Christian College counterparts at home
Oct. 4. The men won 6-1 and the women,
11-0.
Golf
In the University of Houston-Victoria
Invitational, held Oct. 6-7, the UTB
Men’s Golf Team placed second and the
women’s team placed fifth out of five
schools that competed.
The men’s team finished the
competition with an overall score of
898. Senior Saad Milan finished with
an overall score of 222; senior Gage
Murphy, 223; freshman Angel Aguirre,
226; freshman Steven Hinojosa, 229;
and junior Michael Fasci, 233, according
to the utbathletics.com website.
On the women’s side, the Ocelots
finished the competition with an overall
score of 966. Senior Veronika Vasquez

finished with an overall score of 233;
junior Angela Zepeda, 238; freshman
Deanna Portillo, 245; and freshman
Leanna Saenz, 250, according to the
utbathletics.com website.
“We played our hearts out,” Head
Coach Daniel Hayden said Thursday.
“We had a great chance to win, and it’s
like I keep telling them, the win is going
to come. It’s only a matter of time before
they do win a tournament. Extremely
proud of all of them. They played
extremely well.”
The women’s team will travel to San
Antonio to compete in the Alamo City
Classic hosted by Trinity University on
Oct. 20.
Cross-country
The UTB Men’s and Women’s CrossCountry Teams competed in the Rim
Rock Classic, the National Association
of Intercollegiate Athletics Pre National
Meet, Saturday in Lawrence, Kan.
Results were not available at press time.
“Both teams are really excited to travel
out of state, so it’s good to get away
from Texas and see what other parts of
the country have to offer,” Head Coach
Sam Buchanan said Thursday. “For the
men’s team, we’re only going to be flying
four guys, so we’re not going to have a
complete team for this meet.”
Buchanan said most of the women’s
team will compete.
“The women, I’m excited for them.
We’re going to be taking mostly
everybody this trip and it will give the
chance to them to see how they stack up
against other teams in the country that,
hopefully, they’ll be facing in November,”
he said.

Name: Alondra Davila
Classification: Freshman
Major: Education
Sport: Cross-Country
Hometown: Los Fresnos
Who is your favorite athlete? “I
would say [teammate] Vanessa Garcia
because she’s inspired me to work hard
when I run.”
Who is your role model? “My dad.
He’s a hard worker and he’s always
told me to work hard and you’re going
to school for education and not just
running.”
What is the best advice you’ve ever
been given and by whom? “By my
dad. ‘Running is not as important as
education, so use your talent for running
to help you get an education.’”
What do you like to do for fun? “I
like to work out or read. I like to read.”
When did you begin playing soccer
and why did you start playing?
“Seventh grade. I didn’t know what the
sport was, so I decided to try it out. My
coach asked me to try it out.”
Did you play in high school and
did you get any awards? “I ran in
high school and I did get awards. I was
varsity all four years at Los Fresnos High
School.”
What are your goals for the season?
“Meet my time, meet my target and get
peak.”
What is your favorite movie? “I
don’t really have just one, I have a lot,
not just one specific one. ‘Up’ [because
of the] adventures out there. Just get out
and do it.”
Is there a song that gets your head in
the game? “Well, lately it’s been ‘Black
Widow’ [by Iggy Azalea and featuring
Rita Ora]. It just has that catchy beat, the
beat that keeps me running.”
What are your plans for the Fall
2015 semester? “Try to make it to
the team and keep my scholarship. To
succeed in the year.”
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza

Ospreys suffer second loss
SPECIAL TO THE COLLEGIAN

The Rio Grande
Ospreys suffered their
second loss in the U.S.
Chess League to the
New Jersey Knockouts
2.5-1.5 during an
online match Oct. 7.
Grandmaster Andrey Stukopin
won his game, Grandmaster Holden
Hernandez lost his game, FIDE
(Fédération Internationale des Échecs)
Master Roberto Miramontes drew his
game and Woman International Master
Alejandra Guerrero lost her game.
The Ospreys, made up of UT
Brownsville chess players, now have 4.5
out of a possible 7 points with an overall
record of 4-2-1.
The next match for the Ospreys will be
at 8 p.m. Wednesday against the Seattle
Sluggers.

Visit us at www.utbcollegian.com
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on their minds

Monica Gudiño/Collegian Photos
Grecia Rangel (left), a senior international and business major representing the Graduate Studies
Office, shows senior criminal justice major Gabriela Terán brochures explaining how to apply to
graduate school, during the UT Brownsville Graduation Fair, held Wednesday and Thursday in the
Barnes & Noble Bookstore.

Sociology senior Marle Rodriguez (left) listens to Career Ambassador and psychology major Tanya
Rodriguez explain the assistance that the Career Services Department offers. Also shown is sociology
senior Michelle Rivera, who filled out a résumé outline.

Criminal justice senior Emmanuel Garcia tries on a graduation ring at the Balfour booth.
Criminal justice senior Olga Guzman tries on a graduation gown with the help of Barnes & Noble
Bookstore staff member Joanna Garza.

Criminal justice senior Oscar Ortega and his parents look over the prices of graduation rings at the Balfour booth.

